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Modern requirements so far as cloth is concerned, yes, they
can be; but during the transition stage the nation will have to do
with a limited supply till the beautiful fabric of India is revived.
But how is it necessary, Mr. Gandhi, to destroy the existing stock in use
of foreign cloth in this country to achieve this end?
Because the nation has to realize the crime that it has com-
mitted in abandoning its home industries and taking to foreign
cloth, it is a necessary penance in order to demonstrate a change
of heart.
Penance, Mr. Gandhi, presupposes a sincere feeling for the abandonment
of the practice or ideal of the people?
Certainly.
Do you think that the people of this country have actively helped in the
destruction of indigenous industries or do you not agree that in any system of
competition between manual labour and machinery, indigenous industries are
bound to go to the wall?
Although under diabolical pressure, nevertheless people deli-
berately sacrificed their own national industries when there was
no question of competition.
I don't quite follow you, Mr. Gandhi.
It is historically true that when we gave up our home indus-
tries there was no competition between the handloom and the
machinery.
But I thought that people had not voluntarily given up their industries,
but found themselves unable to cope with the competition of machine-made
goods imported into this country?
My point is that owing to the political advantages which the
East India Company had obtained they were in a position to
force upon the people machine-made goods.
But were not these machine-made goods at the same time cheaper than
indigenous products?
Never. Over and over again the people of the country were
terrorized into giving up their occupation of cloth manufacture.
By such means as for instance the cutting of their own thumbs by
the weavers themselves when their labour was impressed.
But could it have gone on such a scale as to effectively kill indigenous
industries?
Certainly, the continuance of the process over a certain length
of time was bound to have that effect unless people treated those
home manufactures as a part of their religion.